
The Walkers – William and Betty Cherry 

By Rutha Wilson 

 

William and Betty Cherry are seen by many taking  

their daily walk in the neighborhoods. 

I say neighborhoods because they walk in more than one area of 
the city. The Cherrys have been walking everyday, except heavy 
rainy days and weekends. They started walking in March of 1997, 
walking 10 to 12 miles a day, doing so in about 2.5 hours. Their 
walks take them as far south as the Sweetwater School in Na-

tional City and as far north to Chollas View areas.  

 

The last two to three years they have cut back to walking about 
seven to eight miles a day. One of the scariest episodes oc-
curred when two dogs were trying to attack Betty - William had 
to come to the rescue. Since then, you will see them with a 
long stick for protection. Another scary happened when William 
was walking alone and had to jump on the hood of a car when 
someone turned the corner without looking.  

 

When walking, they sometimes walk on opposite sides of the 
street, checking to see if there is any loose money lying 
around. Betty has found $100 bills a couple of times - the Cher-
rys have found quite a bit of money during their walks. They 
said the little change they find can really add up. Several times, 
they have found wallets with money and since there was some 
type of ID in them, they returned the lost wallets to the appre-
ciative, rightful owners. 

The Cherrys also see a lot of what goes on in the areas: like 
people sleeping in cars, the homeless under bridges and on 
the sides of the roads, police chases, people getting tickets, car accidents, fights, and lots 
more. It’s surprising what goes on so early in the mornings. 

They said walking is a good way to see what goes on in their neighborhood. With Betty 

being the president of Alta Vista community and William working along side her, they bring 

the sites they see to the meetings so the community can be aware of what goes on. 

You never know where you will see Cherrys taking their walk and they seem to enjoy their 

daily exercise. 

Way to go William and Betty!! 




